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® Cat litter. 

@ There is provided a cat litter comprising a box 
(1) open at its top and with an opening (2) in one of 
its side walls. At the inner side of the box a bag (3) 
of plastics material or the like is positioned having an 
opening (4) joining the box opening (2). For cleaning 
the cat litter the plastic bag (3) can easily be re- 
moved therefrom and be replaced by a new bag. 
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Cat litter 



The invention relates to a cat titter. 

Known cat Otters have several disadvantages. 
Most litters are not higher than about 10 cm; when 
the cat "digs" often part of the contenance (cat 
litter pellets and/or excrements) are deposited be- 
side the litter. Sometimes a tom-cat wants to uri- 
nate inclined upwardly (this behaviour is called 
"setting scent-flags"), as will pussy-cats some- 
times. 

It is experienced that a litter has to be at least 
35 cm of height Indeed lower fitters exist with a 
sufficient high loose cover, but cleaning the lower 
litter and upper litter remains an unpleasant job. 
Indeed plastic cat fitters are available but a digging 
cat destroys these quickly by scratching with all 
unpleasant consequences. Moreover a cat litter ob- 
tains after a short while a penetrant unpleasant 
smell, even if cleaned regularly, whereas moreover 
the litter can contain many, far from innocent 
micro-organisms (such as the toxoplasmosis-virus). 

It is an object of the invention to provide a cat 
litter not having the disadvantages mentioned be- 
fore. 

As a result the cat litter according to the inven- 
tion is characterized by a box open at its top and 
with an opening in one of its side wails, wherein at 
the inner side of the box a bag of plastics material 
or the like is provided having an opening joining 
the box opening. 

Via the box opening and the joining opening in 
the bag a cat can enter the cat fitter and relieve 
itself there. The bag protects the box in an effec- 
tive way against the excrements of the cat and for 
cleaning the cat litter the bag can easily be re- 
moved from the box and be thrown away together 
with the contenance. Besides it is noted that the 
box also can comprise a box-like structure, such as 
a wired structure having non-closed walls. 

According to a preferred embodiment of the 
cat litter according to the invention on top of the 
bottom of the bag there is positioned a sheet-like 
piece, such as of card-board, plastics material or 
the like, having a drcumferentiaJ shape that sub- 
stantially corresponds with the internal shape of the 
box. Such a sheet-like piece, onto which cat litter 
pellets can be applied, offers a very reliable protec- 
tion against damaging the bag by sharp cat nails. 

Further it is advantageous if the cat litter further 
comprises a second bag provided around the outer 
side of the box closing the top thereof and with an 
opening that also joins the box opening. Thus also 
the opening at the top of the box is effectively 
closed. 

Further the invention relates to a piano for the 
formation of a box to be applied in a cat litter 



according to the invention. In correspondence with 
the invention it comprises a perforation shaped in 
correspondence with the shape of the box opening 
to be formed. 

6 Moreover the invention relates to a bag, as of 
plastics material or the like, to be applied in a cat 
fitter according to the invention. In correspondence 
with the invention this cat litter is characterized in 
that it comprises a tearing perforation shaped in 

ro correspondence with the shape of the box opening 
to be formed. 

Finally the invention relates to a method for the 
production of a bag according to the invention. 
Hereby a tube of bag material Is flattened while 

75 forming at least one side-inlay, whereafter at the 
side-Inlay a C-shaped perforation is provided com- 
pletely penetrating the material package, wherein 
both legs of the C-shaped perforation are directed 
inwardly and extend at least until at the innermost 

20 side-inlay edge and wherein transversely to the 
tube welding seams are provided and wherein the 
tube is cut near to the welding seams for forming 
the individual bags. Because the tube of bag ma- 
terial is flattened while forming at least one side- 

26 inlay it is possible to provide the tearing perfora- 
tion, which Is meant for forming the opening in the 
bag, by a simple punching operation. 

Next the invention will be elucidated by means 
of the drawing in which an embodiment of the cat 

30 litter according to the invention is illustrated. 

Fig. 1 shows the assembly parts of a cat 
litter according to the invention; 

Fig. 2 shows an assembled cat litter accord- 
ing to fig. 1 previously to the application of an 

36 additional bag; 

. Fig. 3 shows a piano for the formation of a 
box of the cat litter according to fig. 1 or fig. 2, and 
fig. 4 shows a part of the formation of a bag 
of the cat litter according to fig. 1 or fig. 2. 

40 In fig. 1 the following parts of the cat litter are 
visible: a box 1, provided in one of its side walls 
with an opening 2 and open at its top; a bag 3 of 
plastics material or the like which has to be posi- 
tioned at the inner side of the box 1 and having an 

45 opening 4 that if the bag is provided in the box 1, 
joins the box opening 2; and a sheeWike piece 5, 
such as of card-board, plastics material or the like, 
to be positioned in the bag 3 on top of the bottom 
thereof, having a circumferential shape that sub- 
so stantially corresponds with the internal shape of the 
boxt. 

In the embodiment shown in fig. t the box 1 is 
at its lower side parti ally open too. The partial 
bottom of the box 1 here comprises overlappingly 
Inwardly bent material strips 6 joining the box side 
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walls. Ofcourse it is possible that these material 
strips 6 are dimensioned such that in the assem- 
bled position, they form a fully closed bottom of 
the box 1 according to fig. 1. 

The opening 2 of the box 1 is formed by 
tearing off or correspondingly removing a respec- 
tive material section 11 along corresponding per- 
forations 7 until 10 (see fig. 3). 

The bag 3, in the shown embodiment for ex- 
ample made of plastics material, also comprises 
perforations 12 until 15. Along the perforations 12, 
13 and 15 a strip-like material section 16 is down- 
wardly torn off from the bag 3, which material 
section 16 remains connected with the bag 3 only 
at the perforation 14. 

Finally it is noted that in preparation to the 
application of the bag 3 Into the box 1 below the 
opening 2 in this box 1 an additional perforation 17 
is provided which will be opened for the formation 
of a horizontal slit The material section 18 remains 
connected with the box 1 at the perforations 19 and 
20. 

Now the bag 3 can be applied into the box 1. 
Doing this the upper edges of the bag 3 are bent 
around the upper edges of the box 1, as shown in 
fig. 2. The partially torn off material section 16 of 
the bag 3 is guided outwardly through the opening 
2 of the box 1, directed downwardly and then again 
inserted into the box 1 through the sift formed at 
the perforation 17. This position is shown in fig. 2. 
Like this the bag 3 is positively connected with the 
box 1 at the opening 2, such that a cat entering the 
box 1 cannot get entangled between the box 1 and 
the bag 3. Next the sheet-like piece 5 is carefully 
positioned into the bag 3 until this sheet-like piece 
pushes the bag 3 with its bottom against the bot- 
tom of the material strips 6 forming the box 1. 
Finally cat litter pellets or the like are applied onto 
the sheet-like piece 5 after which the cat litter is 
ready for use. 

Further in fig. 2 an additional bag 21 is shown 
which fully corresponds with bag 3. but in which 
the material section 16 is completely torn off from 
the bag. Moreover the bag 1 is in a reversed 
position relative to bag 3, in which position Us 
bottom is at Ms top. The bag 21 can now be slided 
along the outer side of the combination of box 1 
and bag 3 whereby the opening 22 of bag 21 will 
Join the opening 2 of box 1. As a result the com- 
pleted cat litter can be effectively closed at its top 
too. 

If the cat litter is meant for small cats ft can be 
advantageous if the material section 18 is com- 
pletely loosened from the box 1. Like this a larger 
opening 2 is obtained with an lower edge at a lower 
height 

Fig. 3 shows a piano for the formation of the 
box 1. Visible are side walls 23 until 26 of the box, 



a connecting section 27 that for the formation of 
the box is connected with side wall 23 and material 
strips 6 which, correctly assembled, will form the 
bottom of the box 1. Further several perforations in 

6 the side wall 24 are visible which are meant for the 
formation of the opening 2 and possibly sift 17. 

Finally fig. 4 shows the way in which the perfo 
rations 12 until 15 can be made in the bag 3. 
Starting point is a tube 28 of bag material which is 

70 flattened while forming at least one side-inlay 29 
(two in the shown embodiment). At the side-inlay 
29 a Oshaped perforation 31, that entirely pene- 
trates the material package, is provided by means 
of a punching means 30, whereby the two legs 32 

fs and 33 of this C-shaped perforation are directed 
inwardly and extend at least until at the innermost 
side-inlay edge 34. Next transversely to the tube 
28 welding seams 35 are provided whereafter the 
tube 28 is cut (cuts 36) at the welding seams 35 for 

20 forming the individual bags. 

In the extended position of the bag 3 the C- 
shaped perforation provided by means of the 
punching means 30 leads to perforations 12 until 
15. Further C-shaped perforations 37 are present in 

25 the side walls of the bag 3, these perforations 
however not being used while using the bag 3 and 
being such that they do not have a negative Influ- 
ence on the function of the bag. 

The use of the cat litter according to the inven- 

30 tion is extremely simple. Providing a bag 3 in the 
box 1 can be carried out quickly, while as an extra 
safety also bag 21 can be applied over the cat litter 
formed like this. Cleaning the cat litter is carried 
out in a simple way by removing the bag 3 to- 

35 gether with its contenance and the sheet-like piece 
5 (and possibly with bag 21) from the box 1 and 
throwing ft away. Hereby the total contenance of 
the cat litter is removed from the box 1 without 
contacting this contenance; the box 1 can be used 

40 again while applying at least one new bag. As a 
result the hygienics of the cat litter is essentially 
improved. 

Moreover this provides a cheap solution for 
obtaining a hygienic cat titter. Due to its shape the 
45 bags 3 can be produced in a simple and cheap 
way such that their costs will be low. 

The invention is not restricted to the embodi- 
ment described before, which can be varied widely 
within the scope of the invention. 

so 

Claims 

1. Cat litter, characterized by a box open at its 
56 top and with an opening in one of its side walls, 
wherein at the inner side of the box a bag of 
plastics material or the like is provided having an 
opening Joining the box opening. 



3 



5 EP 0 372 659 A1 6 



2. Cat litter according to daim 1, characterized 
in that on top of the bottom of the bag there is 
positioned a sheet-like piece, such as of card- 
board, plastics material or the like, having a cir- 
cumferential shape that substantially corresponds 5 
with the internal shape of the box. 

3. Cat litter according to claim 1 or 2, char- 
acterized in that joining the lower edge of the bag 
opening there is a strip-like material portion extend- 
ing outwardly through the box opening and further to 
inwardly along the corresponding side wall of the 

box. 

4. Cat latter according to claim 3. characterized 
in that in the respective side wall at some distance 
beiow"the lower edge of the box opening there is 75 
provided a horizontal slit in the box for passing 
through the strip-like material portion of the bag. 

5. Cat litter according to claim 4, characterized 
in that between the ends of the slit and the ends of 

the lower edge of the box opening the box is 20 
provided with perforations. 

' 6. Cat litter according to one of the claims 1-5, 
characterized in that it further comprises a second 
bag provided around the outer side of the box 
closing the top thereof and with an opening that 25 
also joins the box opening. 

7. Cat litter according to one of the claims 1-6, 
characterized in that the bottom of the box com- 
prises overiappingly inwardly bent material strips 
joining the box side walls. 30 

8. Piano for the formation of a box to be 
applied to a cat litter according to one of the claims 
1-7, characterized in that it comprises a perforation 
shaped in correspondence with the shape of the 

box opening to be formed. 35 

9. Bag, as of plastics material or the like, to be 
applied in a cat litter according to one of the claims 
1-7, characterized in that it comprises a tearing 
perforation shaped In correspondence with the 
shape of the box opening to be formed. ao 

10. Method for the production of a bag accord- 
ing to claim 9, characterized in that a tube of bag 
material is flattened while forming at least one side- 
inlay, whereafter at the side-inlay a Oshaped per- 
foration is provided completely penetrating the ma- 45 
terial package, wherein both legs of the Oshaped 
perforation are directed inwardly and extend at 
least until at the innermost side-May edge and 
wherein transversely to the tube welding seams are 
provided and wherein the tube is cut near to the 50 
welding seams for forming the Individual bags. 
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